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•
N

onfiction:  prose w
riting based on 

facts, real events, and real people, such 
as biography or history

•
A
utobiography:  an account of a 

person’s life w
ritten by that person

•
N

arrative:  a spoken or w
ritten account 

of connected events; a story



 
 

Frederick D
ouglass

a poem
 w

ritten by R
obert H

ayden

W
hen it is finally ours, this freedom

, this liberty, this beautiful
and terrible thing, needful to m

an as air,
usable as earth; w

hen it belongs at last to all,
w

hen it is truly instinct, brain m
atter, diastole, systole,

reflex action; w
hen it is finally w

on; w
hen it is m

ore
than the gaudy m

um
bo jum

bo of politicians:
this m

an, this D
ouglass, this form

er slave, this N
egro

beaten to his knees, exiled, visioning a w
orld

w
here none is lonely, none hunted, alien,

this m
an, superb in love and logic, this m

an
shall be rem

em
bered. O

h, not w
ith statues' rhetoric,

not w
ith legends and poem

s and w
reaths of bronze alone,

but w
ith the lives grow

n out of his life, the lives
fleshing his dream

 of the beautiful, needful thing.

A
ccording to H

ayden, w
hat kind of m

an w
as Frederick 

D
ouglass?

W
hat proof is there in the poem

 to support your opinion?



 
 

D
irections:

•
R
ead introduction in book.

•
Look at points to analyze as 
reading.


